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2. Editing PDBx/mmCIF files via a web-based CIF editor
Gert-Jan Bekker
Institute for Protein Research, Osaka University

From July 1%t 2019, deposition of PDBx/mmCIF formatted files has become mandatory for
MX depositions. However, since many depositors are still used to the legacy flat-file format,
we have developed a PDBx/mmCIF editor to help users transition to the new format. Because
the editor can be used from within a web browser, it doesn’t require any installation. Local
files can be loaded directly into the editor, which processes all the data on the client side,
without requiring any data to be sent to a server. Individual data items can be edited manually,
while via batch operations, such as renumbering and renaming, a large number of data items
within a category can be modified instantaneously. A filter mechanism enables these batch
operations to only be performed on a subset of the data, e.g. only on a specific chain, or even
only part of a chain. Finally, the modified PDBx/mmCIF file can then be saved back to the
user’s local file system. During the seminar, the editor will be introduced and demos to how it
can be used will be given. The editor is available at https://pdbj.org/cif-editor and we
encourage depositors to try it out. We greatly appreciate any comments or feature requests
you might have, which can also be made online at https://pdbj.org/contact.
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